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RESPONSE TO ELECTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

This paper is in response to the Office Action mailed May 5, 2005 which imposes 
a species election requirement upon Applicants. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner states that the application contains claims 
directed to patentably distinct species of the claimed invention, namely Species I 
(claims 1 -18) drawn to a fuel cell having a water accumulation region and Species II 
(claim 19 and 20) drawn to a fuel cell having three water accumulation regions. 
Applicants respectfully traverses the Examiner's Species Election Requirement and 
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requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the requirement in view of the reasons set 
forth below. 

Applicants hereby provisionally elect Species I in response to this election 
requirement. Applicants submit that claims 1-18 are readable on Species I as identified 
by the Examiner and thus request examination of at least these claims. Furthermore, 
Applicants submit that claims 1-7 and 1 1-17 are generic. 

Applicants further submit that Species II as identified the Examiner is, in fact, a 
subspecies of Species I. In this regard, the fuel cell identified as Species II by the 
Examiner recites all of the limitations of the fuel cell identified as Species I by the 
Examiner. Applicant submits that the existence of additional water accumulation 
regions does not render the claimed fuel cell a different species, but rather merely a 
subspecies of the fuel cell identified by the Examiner as Species I. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw his election 
requirement. 

Upon allowance of a generic claim, Applicants note that they are entitled to 
consideration of claims directed to Species II which are written in dependent form or 
otherwise include all the limitations of an allowed claim as provided by 37 C.F.R. 
§1.141. 

Prompt and favorable examination of this application is requested. 
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